
Alabama 

No Charter School Law 

Alaska 

Sec. 14.03.265. Admission.    (a) The program of a charter school may be designed to serve 

        (1) students within an age group or grade level; 

        (2) students who will benefit from a particular teaching method or curriculum; or 

        (3) nonresident students, including providing domiciliary services for students who need those 

services, if approved by the board. 

   (b) A charter school shall enroll all eligible students who submit a timely application, unless the 

number of those applications exceeds the capacity of the program, class, grade level, or building. In the 

event of an excess of those applications, the charter school and the local school board shall attempt to 

accommodate all of those applicants by considering providing additional classroom space and assigning 

additional teachers from the district to the charter school. If it is not possible to accommodate all 

eligible students who submit a timely application, students shall be accepted by random drawing. A 

school board may not require a student to attend a charter school. 

   (c) In addition to other requirements of law, a charter school shall be nonsectarian. 

Arizona 

 15-184. Charter schools; admission requirements 

A charter school shall enroll all eligible pupils who submit a timely application, unless the number of 

applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level or building.  

A charter school shall give enrollment preference to pupils returning to the charter school in the second 

or any subsequent year of its operation and to siblings of pupils already enrolled in the charter school.  

A charter school that is sponsored by a school district governing board shall give enrollment preference 

to eligible pupils who reside within the boundaries of the school district where the charter school is 

physically located.  

A charter school may give enrollment preference to and reserve capacity for pupils who are children of 

employees of the school, employees of the charter holder, members of the governing body of the school 

or directors, officers, partners or board members of the charter holder or a pupil who attended another 

charter school or the siblings of that pupil if the charter school previously attended by the pupil has the 

identical charter holder, board and governing board membership as the enrolling charter school, 

provided that any school that elects to give such enrollment preferences shall be treated as a single 

charter school for the purpose of establishing support level weights for purposes of section 15-943. 

If remaining capacity is insufficient to enroll all pupils who submit a timely application, the charter 

school shall select pupils through an equitable selection process such as a lottery except that preference 

shall be given to siblings of a pupil selected through an equitable selection process such as a lottery. 



B. Except as provided in subsection C or D of this section, a charter school shall not limit admission 

based on ethnicity, national origin, gender, income level, disabling condition, proficiency in the English 

language or athletic ability. 

C. A charter school may limit admission to pupils within a given age group or grade level. 

D. A charter school may provide instruction to pupils of a single gender with the approval of the sponsor 

of the charter school. An existing charter school may amend its charter to provide instruction to pupils 

of a single gender, and if approved by the sponsor of the charter school, may provide instruction to 

pupils of a single gender at the beginning of the next school year. 

E. A charter school shall admit pupils who reside in the attendance area of a school or who reside in a 

school district that is under a court order of desegregation or that is a party to an agreement with the 

United States department of education office for civil rights directed toward remediating alleged or 

proven racial discrimination unless notice is received from the resident school that the admission would 

violate the court order or agreement. If a charter school admits a pupil after notice is received that the 

admission would constitute such a violation, the charter school is not allowed to include in its student 

count the pupils wrongfully admitted. 

F. A charter school may refuse to admit any pupil who has been expelled from another educational 

institution or who is in the process of being expelled from another educational institution. 

Arkansas 

6-23-106. Impact on school desegregation efforts. 

(a) The applicants for a public charter school, local school board in which a proposed public charter 

school would be located, and the State Board of Education shall carefully review the potential impact of 

an application for a public charter school on the efforts of a public school district or public school 

districts to comply with court orders and statutory obligations to create and maintain a unitary system 

of desegregated public schools.  

(b) The state board shall attempt to measure the likely impact of a proposed public charter school on 

the efforts of public school districts to achieve and maintain a unitary system.  

(c) The state board shall not approve any public charter school under this chapter or any other act or any 

combination of acts that hampers, delays, or in any manner negatively affects the desegregation efforts 

of a public school district or public school districts in this state. 

(14) (A) Specify methods for applying for admission, enrollment criteria, and student  

recruitment and selection processes.  

(B) (i) (a) Except as provided in subdivision (14)(C) of this section, if more eligible students apply for a 

first-time admission than the open-enrollment public charter school is able to accept by the annual 

deadline that the open-enrollment public charter school has established for the receipt of applications 



for the next school year, the open-enrollment public charter must require the open-enrollment public 

charter school to use a random, anonymous student selection method that shall be described in the 

charter application.  

(b) (1) If there are still more applications for admissions than the open enrollment public charter school 

is able to accept after the completion of the random, anonymous student selection method, then the 

open-enrollment public charter school shall place the applicants on a waiting list for admission.   

(2) The waiting list is valid until the next time the open-enrollment public charter school is required to 

conduct a random, anonymous student selection.  

(ii) However, an open-enrollment public charter school may allow a preference for:  

(a) (1) Children of the founding members of the eligible entity.  

(2) The number of enrollment preferences granted to children of founding  

members shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the total number of students enrolled in the  open-

enrollment public charter school; and   

(b) Siblings of students currently enrolled in the open-enrollment public charter school.  

(C) The open-enrollment public charter may use a weighted lottery in the student selection process only 

when necessary to comply with a:  

(i) Federal court order; or  

(ii) Federal administrative order issued by an appropriate federal agency having proper authority to 

enforce remedial measures necessary to comply with Title VI of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the federal Education Amendments of 1972, or the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution; 

California 

(2)          (A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school. 

 (B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the school's capacity, 

attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random 

drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who 

reside in the district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other preferences may be permitted by 

the chartering authority on an individual school basis and only if consistent with the law. 

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate 

the growth of the charter school and in no event shall take any action to impede the charter school from 

expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand 

 



Colorado 

Interesting note on state’s charter school FAQ 

May charter school students be required to take an entrance exam or be subject to other admission 

criteria? 

No. The Charter Schools Act [C.R.S. 22-30.5-104 (3)] prohibits discrimination based on academic ability. 

Diagnostic or placement exams may be given to students after they have been officially enrolled. As with 

all public schools, a charter school may create eligibility thresholds for enrollment that are consistent 

with their area of focus or grade levels, but the school’s methods for determining eligibility cannot be 

designed, intended, or used to discriminate on the basis of a child’s knowledge, skills, or disability. For 

instance, a charter high school may deny admission to a student not completing the 8th grade, but it 

cannot deny admission to a student who has an “unsatisfactory” score on a CSAP test. 

C.R.S. 22-30.5-104 (3) A charter school shall be subject to all federal and state laws and constitutional 

provisions prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability, race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, 

national origin, religion, ancestry, or need for special education services. A charter school shall be 

subject to any court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for the chartering school district. Enrollment in 

a charter school must be open to any child who resides within the school district; except that no charter 

school shall be required to make alterations in the structure of the facility used by the charter school or 

to make alterations to the arrangement or function of rooms within the facility, except as may be 

required by state or federal law. Enrollment decisions shall be made in a nondiscriminatory manner 

specified by the charter school applicant in the charter school application. 

Connecticut  

10-66b- (d) Applications pursuant to this section shall include a description of:  

(7) the organization of the school in terms of the ages or grades to be taught and the total estimated 

enrollment of the school;  

(8) the student admission criteria and procedures to (A) ensure effective public information,  

(B) ensure open access on a space available basis, including the enrollment of students during the school 

year if spaces become available in the charter school  

(C) promote a diverse student body, and (D) ensure that the school complies with the provisions of 

section 10-15c and that it does not discriminate on the basis of disability, athletic performance or 

proficiency in the English language, provided the school may limit enrollment to a particular grade level 

or specialized educational focus and, if there is not space available for all students seeking enrollment, 

the school may give preference to siblings but shall otherwise determine enrollment by a lottery, except 

the State Board of Education may waive the requirements for such enrollment lottery pursuant to 

subsection (j) of this section….. 



(j) (1) The governing council of a state or local charter school may apply to the State Board of Education 

for a waiver of the requirements of the enrollment lottery described in subsection (d) of this section, 

provided such state or local charter school has as its primary purpose the establishment of education 

programs designed to serve one or more of the following populations: (A) Students with a history of 

behavioral and social difficulties, (B) students identified as requiring special education, (C) students who 

are English language learners, or (D) students of a single gender. 

(2) An enrollment lottery described in subdivision (8) of subsection (d) of this section shall not be held 

for a local charter school that is established at a school that is among the schools with a percentage 

equal to or less than five per cent when all schools are ranked highest to lowest in school performance 

index scores, as defined in section 10-223e. 

Delaware 

§ 506. Restrictions. 

(a) A charter school shall not: 

(1) Charge tuition, except in accordance with Chapter 6 of this title, or collect fees not permitted to be 

assessed by other school districts; 

(2) Be home-based nor engage in any sectarian or religious practices in its educational program, 

admissions policies, employment policies or operations; 

(3) Restrict student admissions except: 

a. By age and grade; 

b. By lottery in the case of over-enrollment; 

c. By gender in the case of a same-gender school. Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary, the 

Department of Education, with approval of the State Board of Education, shall be considered the 

approving authorizer of Prestige Academy, a same-gender school, and shall provide oversight to such 

school. The Department of Education, with the approval of the State Board, may waive any provisions in 

this Chapter that would limit the school from opening for the 2008-2009 school year. Any subsequent 

same-gender charter school shall make its application to the Department of Education and the State 

Board of Education. 

d. Within a reasonable amount of time as determined by the Department of Education, but no longer 

than 2 years after commencement of operations of any same-gender charter school in the State, there 

shall be approved and operating a same-gender charter school of the opposite gender, substantially 

equal to the prior-approved, same-gender charter school, matching in grade level and marketed 

towards similar demographics of the prior-approved, same-gender charter school. The Department of 

Education shall work with the education community on a plan for recruitment and technical assistance 



for applicants of a same-gender charter school of the opposite gender. The Department of Education 

shall provide such report regarding the recruitment plan to the General Assembly on an annual basis. 

e. The same-gender charter school provisions shall sunset, for any new charter applications, on June 30, 

2013, unless the General Assembly has otherwise acted to extend such date prior to its expiration. 

f. The Department of Education shall provide a written report to the Governor and the respective 

Education Committees of the state House of Representatives and Senate with a proposal for an 

experienced research and evaluation entity to conduct an evaluation of single-gender charter schools in 

the State. The study proposal shall cause to be examined factors including, but not limited to, academic 

results, social factors, and psychological factors. The cost of the evaluation shall be included in the 

Department of Education's proposal and provided to the Governor for consideration for inclusion in the 

FY 2010 state budget. The Department of Education is encouraged also to seek grant funding for the 

evaluation. 

g. A single-gender charter school shall report on an annual basis, with the first report to be provided to 

the Department of Education and the respective Education Committee of the state House of 

Representatives and the Senate within 1 calendar year after commencement of operations by the 

charter school, and such report shall include, among other things, the efforts made by the charter school 

to further advancement of its students' education, as well as quantitative analysis of its efforts and 

results in recruiting and retaining economically-disadvantaged students, regardless of race. 

(4) Discriminate against any student in the admissions process because of race, creed, color, sex (except 

in the case of a same-gender school), handicap, or national origin, or because the student's school 

district of residence has a per student local expenditure lower than another student seeking admission; 

or 

(5) Be formed to circumvent a court-ordered desegregation plan. 

(b) Preferences in student admissions may be given to: 

(1) Siblings of students currently enrolled at the school; 

(2) Students attending an existing public school converted to charter status. Parents of students at a 

school converted to charter status shall be provided with a plan the district will use to address the 

educational needs of students who will not be attending the charter school; 

(3) Students enrolling in a new (nonconverted) charter school may be given preference under the 

following circumstances as long as the school has described its preferences in the school's charter: 

a. Students residing within a 5-mile radius of the school; 

b. Students residing within the regular school district in which the school is located; 

c. Students who have a specific interest in the school's teaching methods, philosophy, or educational 

focus; 



d. Students who are at risk of academic failure; 

e. Children of persons employed on a permanent basis for at least 30.0 hours per week during the 

school year by the charter school. 

(4) Children of a school's founders, so long as they constitute no more than 5% of the school's total 

student population. For the purposes of this paragraph "founder" shall not include anyone whose sole 

significant contribution to the school was monetary, but otherwise shall be determined by the founding 

Board of Directors subject to Department of Education regulations. 

(c)(1) On or before April 1 of each school year, a charter school shall have enrolled, at a minimum, 80% 

of its total authorized number of students, and the administrator of each charter school shall, pursuant 

to the requirements below, provide a written certification of that enrollment to the Department of 

Education and to the superintendent of each public school district in which 1 or more of the charter 

school's students reside. 

(2) The certification from the charter school's administrator shall contain an updated roster of students 

who are enrolled at the charter school, together with their home address and district of residence. 

(3) A charter school shall obtain a written confirmation, signed by a parent or guardian of each student 

in that student's initial year of attendance at the charter school, that the student will remain in the 

charter school for at least 1 school year. That confirmation shall include a statement reading: 

"I understand that my child is required to remain in this charter school, in the absence of any condition 

constituting good cause, for at least 1 school year" 

and shall be kept on file at the school and made available for inspection to Department of Education 

officials or representatives from the public school district in which the student resides. After a student's 

initial year of enrollment, it shall be presumed for school district planning purposes only that the 

student will continue to attend the charter school until completion of the school's highest grade level 

and no further written confirmation need be obtained by the charter school. 

(d) A pupil accepted for enrollment in a charter school pursuant to this chapter shall remain enrolled 

therein for a minimum of 1 year unless, during that 1-year period, good cause exists for the failure to 

meet this requirement. For purposes of this section only, "good cause" shall be defined as a change in a 

child's residence due to a change in family residence, a change in the state in which the family residence 

is located, a change in the marital status of the child's parents, a change caused by a guardianship 

proceeding, placement of a child in foster care, adoption, participation by a child in a foreign exchange 

program, participation by a child in a substance abuse or mental health treatment program, mutual 

agreement by the board of directors of the charter school, the board of the receiving district and the 

parent or parents or guardian of such child to the termination of such enrollment, or a set of 

circumstances consistent with this definition of "good cause." 

(e) If at any time during any fiscal year of its existence, a charter school knows or reasonably should 

know that it has or will become unable to pay in full its projected expenses as they fall due, the school 



shall immediately so advise the Department of Education, and shall provide the Department with all 

financial information relating to revenues and expenses of the school necessary for the Department to 

determine the extent and cause of any potential operating deficit. If a charter school should fail to 

provide the notice to the Department of Education required by this subsection or shall fail to cooperate 

with the Department in the production of financial information pursuant to this subsection, the 

Department shall subject the school's charter to formal review pursuant to the provisions of § 515 of 

this title in order to determine whether grounds exist to take remedial measures. 

(f) If a child would qualify for a no- or low-cost breakfast or lunch under a federal national school 

breakfast or lunch program, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, the charter school shall provide 

breakfast and lunch to the child at no or low cost to the child's family. Charter schools shall not consider 

whether a child would qualify for no- or low-cost breakfast or lunch under a federal national school 

breakfast or lunch program when making enrollment decisions. 

Florida  

Charter schools are open to all students residing within a school district.11  Prospective students must 

apply for enrollment in the charter school and, if the number of applications exceeds the school's 

capacity, a random lottery must be used to determine which students are enrolled.12  

 Enrollment preference may be given to: 

• Siblings of current charter school students; 

• Children of a member of the charter school governing board; 

• Children of charter school employees; 

• Children who complete a Voluntary Prekindergarten Education program provided by the charter 

school; and 

• Children of active-duty United States Armed Forces personnel.13 

 Additionally, a charter school-in-the-workplace may give an enrollment preference to children whose 

parents are employees of the school's business partner and children whose parents are residents of the 

municipality in which the school is located. A charter school-in-a-municipality may give an enrollment 

preference to children whose parents are residents of the municipality in which the school is located .14 

A charter school may limit the enrollment process in order to target the following student populations: 

• Students within specific age groups or grade levels; 

• Students considered at risk of dropping out of school; 

• Exceptional students; 



• Children of the business partner who seek to enroll in a charter school-in-the-workplace or children of 

municipal residents who seek to enroll in a charter school-in-a-municipality; 

• Students residing within a reasonable distance of the charter school; 

• Students who meet reasonable academic, artistic, or other eligibility standards established by the 

charter school; 

• Students articulating from one charter school to another pursuant to an articulation agreement 

between the charter schools that has been approved by the sponsor; and 

• Students living in a development in which a business entity provides the school facility and related 

property having an appraised value of at least $10 million to be used as a charter school for the 

development.15 

Generally, the student capacity of a charter school is annually determined by the governing board, in 

conjunction with the sponsor.16 The governing board of a high-performing charter school may 

unilaterally increase its enrollment by up to 15 percent annually or expand grade levels served.17 

Georgia 

The typical admissions process for a charter school is as follows: 

a) Application – can require information regarding contact information, residency and grade level. The 

application to a charter school should NEVER include information that screens applicants such as: prior 

test data, letters of recommendation or special services, gender, race, language spoken at home.  

 

b) Enrollment preferences are then applied to the pool of applicants.  

 

c) If the number of applicants exceeds the number of spaces, then a random selection (lottery) will be 

held. The lottery must be open to the public.  

 

d) Student registration - admitted students submit information that is excluded from the admissions 

application. Enrollment procedures for charter schools are the same as those for traditional public 

schools. To read these requirements, see SBOE Rule 160-5-1-.28 

 Can charter schools select their students? 

Charter schools, as public schools, must adhere to the same open admission and enrollment standards 

as traditional public schools. With the exception of certain allowable admissions preferences, charter 

schools may not select their students, nor deny admission to any applicant provided that there is space 

for that student within the school’s capacity. 

What is a legally allowable enrollment preference? 



A legally allowable enrollment preference allows applicants in certain categories admission to the 

charter school outside of the random selection (lottery) process. In the case of start-up charters the 

categories allowable under the Charter Schools Act are as follows: siblings of a student enrolled in the 

start –up charter school; a sibling of a student enrolled in another local school designated in the charter; 

a student whose parent or guardian is a member of the governing board of the charter school or is a full 

time teacher, professional, or other employee at the charter school; and students matriculating from a 

local school designated in the charter. 

 Conversion charter schools may legally allow enrollment preferences for: a sibling of a student enrolled 

in the charter school or in any school in the high school cluster; a student whose parent or guardian is a 

member of the governing board of the charter school or is a full time teacher, professional, or other 

employee at the charter school; students who were enrolled in the local school before it became a 

charter; students who reside in the charter attendance zone specified in the charter. 

 State-chartered special schools may give enrollment preferences to a student whose parent is a full 

time teacher, professional, or other employee at the charter school or to a student currently enrolled in 

a state chartered special school or a sibling of a student currently enrolled in a state-chartered special 

school. 

 Hawaii 

Haw. Rev. Stat. § 302B-5 : Hawaii Statutes - Section 302B-5: Start-up charter schools; establishment.  

(3) A plan for identifying, recruiting, and selecting students that is not exclusive, elitist, or segregationist;  

Idaho 

Title 33 Chapter 52 33-5205 

(i)A plan for the requirements of section 33-205, Idaho Code, for the denial of school attendance to any 

student who is an habitual truant, as defined in section 33-206, Idaho Code, or who is incorrigible, or 

whose conduct, in the judgment of the board of directors of the public charter school, is such as to be 

continuously disruptive of school discipline, or of the instructional effectiveness of the school, or whose 

presence in a public charter school is detrimental to the health and safety of other pupils, or who has 

been expelled from another school district in this state or any other state. 

(j)  The primary attendance area of the charter school, which shall be composed of a compact and 

contiguous area. For the purposes of this section, if services are available to students throughout the 

state, the state of Idaho is considered a compact and contiguous area. 

(k)  Admission procedures, including provision for over enrollment. Such admission procedures shall 

provide that the initial admission procedures for a new public charter school, including provision for 

over enrollment, will be determined by lottery or other random method, except as otherwise provided 

herein. 

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH2SECT33-205.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH2SECT33-206.htm


 If initial capacity is insufficient to enroll all pupils who submit a timely application, then the admission 

procedures may provide that preference shall be given in the following order:  

first, to children of founders, provided that this admission preference shall be limited to not more than 

ten percent (10%) of the capacity of the public charter school;  

second, to siblings of pupils already selected by the lottery or other random method;  

third, to students residing within the primary attendance area of the public charter school; and fourth, 

by an equitable selection process such as a lottery or other random method.  

If so stated in its petition, a new public charter school may include the children of full-time employees of 

the public charter school within the first priority group subject to the limitations therein. Otherwise, 

such children shall be included in the highest priority group for which they would otherwise be eligible.  

If capacity is insufficient to enroll all pupils who submit a timely application for subsequent school terms, 

then the admission procedures may provide that preference shall be given in the following order: 

 first, to pupils returning to the public charter school in the second or any subsequent year of its 

operation;  

second, to children of founders, provided that this admission preference shall be limited to not more 

than ten percent (10%) of the capacity of the public charter school;  

third, to siblings of pupils already enrolled in the public charter school;  

fourth, to students residing within the primary attendance area of the public charter school;  

and fifth, by an equitable selection process such as a lottery or other random method.  

There shall be no carryover from year to year of the list maintained to fill vacancies. A new lottery shall 

be conducted each year to fill vacancies which become available. If so stated in its petition, a public 

charter school may include the following children within the second priority group subject to the 

limitations therein: 

(i)   The children of full-time employees of the public charter school; 

(ii)  Children who previously attended the public charter school within the previous three (3) school 

years, but who withdrew as a result of the relocation of a parent or guardian due to an academic 

sabbatical, employer or military transfer or reassignment. 

Otherwise, such children shall be included in the highest priority group for which they would otherwise 

be eligible. 

 

 



Illinois  

 (d) Enrollment in a charter school shall be open to any pupil who resides within the geographic 

boundaries of the area served by the local school board, provided that the board of education in a city 

having a population exceeding 500,000 may designate attendance boundaries for no more than one-

third of the charter schools permitted in the city if the board of education determines that attendance 

boundaries are needed to relieve overcrowding or to better serve low-income and at-risk students. 

Students residing within an attendance boundary may be given priority for enrollment, but must not be 

required to attend the charter school.  

    (e) Nothing in this Article shall prevent 2 or more local school boards from jointly issuing a charter to a 

single shared charter school, provided that all of the provisions of this Article are met as to those local 

school boards.  

    (f) No local school board shall require any employee of the school district to be employed in a charter 

school.  

    (g) No local school board shall require any pupil residing within the geographic boundary of its district 

to enroll in a charter school.  

    (h) If there are more eligible applicants for enrollment in a charter school than there are spaces 

available, successful applicants shall be selected by lottery. However, priority shall be given to siblings of 

pupils enrolled in the charter school and to pupils who were enrolled in the charter school the previous 

school year, unless expelled for cause, and priority may be given to pupils residing within the charter 

school's attendance boundary, if a boundary has been designated by the board of education in a city 

having a population exceeding 500,000. Dual enrollment at both a charter school and a public school or 

non-public school shall not be allowed. A pupil who is suspended or expelled from a charter school shall 

be deemed to be suspended or expelled from the public schools of the school district in which the pupil 

resides. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this subsection (h), any charter school with a 

mission exclusive to educating high school dropouts may grant priority admission to students who are 

high school dropouts and/or students 16 or 15 years old at risk of dropping out and any charter school 

with a mission exclusive to educating students from low-performing or overcrowded schools may 

restrict admission to students who are from low-performing or overcrowded schools. "Priority 

admission" for charter schools exclusively devoted to re-enrolled dropouts or students at risk of 

dropping out means a minimum of 90% of students enrolled shall be high school dropouts.  

Indiana 

IC 20-24-5-4 

Admission policies 

Sec. 4. (a) Except as provided in this chapter, a charter school may not establish admission policies or 

limit student admissions in any manner in which a public school is not permitted to establish 

admission policies or limit student admissions. 

 



 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a charter school may operate as a single gender school if approved 

to do so by the authorizer. A single gender charter school must be open to any student of the 

gender the school serves who resides in Indiana. As added by P.L.1-2005, SEC.8. Amended by P.L.91-

2011, SEC.14; P.L.280-2013, SEC.40. 

IC 20-24-5-5 

Limits on attendance 

Sec. 5. (a) Except as provided in subsections (b), (c), and (d), a charter school must enroll any eligible 

student who submits a timely application for enrollment.  

(b) This subsection applies if the number of applications for a program, class, grade level, or building 

exceeds the capacity of the program, class, grade level, or building. If a charter school receives a greater 

number of applications than there are spaces for students, each timely applicant must be given an equal 

chance of admission. The organizer must determine which of the applicants will be admitted to the 

charter school or the program, class, grade level, or building by random drawing in a public meeting.  

(c) A charter school may limit new admissions to the charter school to: 

(1) ensure that a student who attends the charter school during a school year may continue to attend 

the charter school in subsequent years; and 

(2) allow the siblings of a student who attends a charter school to attend the charter school.(d) This 

subsection applies to an existing school that converts to a charter school under IC 20-24-11. During the 

school year in which the existing school converts to a charter school, the charter school may limit 

admission to:  

(1) those students who were enrolled in the charter school on the date of the conversion; and  

(2) siblings of students described in subdivision (1). As added by P.L.1-2005, SEC.8. Amended by P.L.91-

2011, SEC.15 

Iowa 

256F.4  GENERAL OPERATING REQUIREMENTS. 

  2.  Although a charter school may elect to comply with one or more  provisions of statute or 

administrative rule, a charter school is  exempt from all statutes and rules applicable to a school, a 

school  board, or a school district, except that the charter school shall do all of the following: 

         a.  Meet all applicable federal, state, and local health and  safety requirements and laws prohibiting 

discrimination on the basis  of race, creed, color, sex, national origin, religion, ancestry, or disability.  A 



charter school shall be subject to any court-ordered   desegregation plan in effect for the school district 

at the time the school's charter application is approved. 

         b.  Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public school. 

         c.  Be free of tuition and application fees to Iowa resident students between the ages of five and 

twenty-one years. 

         d.  Be subject to and comply with chapters 216 and 216A relating to civil and human rights. 

         e.  Provide special education services in accordance with chapter 256B. 

  3.  A charter school shall not discriminate in its student admissions policies or practices on the basis of 

intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, or status as a person with a 

disability.  However, a charter school may limit admission to students who are within a particular range 

of ages or grade levels or on any other basis that would be legal if initiated by a school district.  

Enrollment priority shall be given to the siblings of students enrolled in a charter school. 

  4.  A charter school shall enroll an eligible resident student who submits a timely application unless the 

number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building. 

      In this case, students must be accepted by lot.  A charter school may enroll an eligible nonresident 

student who submits a timely application in accordance with the student admission policy       

established pursuant to section 256F.5, subsection 1.  If the charter school enrolls an eligible 

nonresident student, the charter school shall notify the school district and the sending district not later 

than March 1 of the preceding school year.  Transportation for the student shall be in accordance with 

section 282.18, subsection 10. The sending district shall make payments to the charter school in the 

manner required under section 282.18, subsection 7.  

 5.  A charter school shall provide instruction for at least the number of days required by section 279.10, 

subsection 1, or shall provide at least the equivalent number of total hours. 

         6.  Notwithstanding subsection 2, a charter school shall meet the  requirements of section 256.7, 

subsection 21. 

Kansas 

Article 19 72-1906. 

(8) criteria for admission of pupils, including a description of the lottery method to be used if too many 

pupils seek enrollment in the school; 

Kentucky  

No Charter School Law 

 



Louisiana  

Louisiana breaks charter schools into 5 different types and has enrollment provisions surround each 

type and can be found on pages 2, 3, and 4 of the following link- 

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/17768.pdf  

The overall provision is as follows; 

(3) Admission requirements, if any, that are consistent with the school's role, scope, and mission may be 

established. Such admission requirements shall be specific and shall include a system for admission  

decisions which precludes exclusion of pupils based on race, religion, gender, ethnicity, national origin, 

intelligence level as ascertained by an intelligence quotient examination, or identification as a child with 

an exceptionality as defined in R.S. 17:1943(4). Such admission requirements may include, however, 

specific requirements related to a school's mission such as auditions for schools with a performing arts 

mission or achievement of a certain academic record for schools with a college preparatory mission.  

No local board shall assign any pupil to attend a charter school.  

 (4)(a) A description of the jurisdiction within which a pupil shall reside or otherwise be eligible to attend 

a public school in order to be eligible for admission.  

 (b) A description of the geographic boundaries circumscribing the neighborhood immediately 

surrounding the charter school from which students residing within may be given preference for 

enrollment as provided in Subsection C of this Section. 

Maine  

A public charter school shall enroll students in accordance with this subsection. 

A. Public charter school organizers shall include all segments of the populations served by the existing 

noncharter public schools in their area in their recruitment efforts. [2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW).] 

B. A public charter school shall enroll all students who wish to attend the school, unless the number of 

students exceeds the enrollment capacity of a program, class, grade level or building. [2011, c. 

414, §5 (NEW).] 

C. Except as provided in paragraphs H and I, if capacity is insufficient to enroll all students who wish to 

attend the school, the public charter school shall select students through a random selection process. A 

list maintained to fill potential vacancies may be carried over to the succeeding year. [2011, c. 

414, §5 (NEW).] 

D. For a school administrative unit with an enrollment of 500 or fewer students, a public charter school, 

unless authorized by a school administrative unit, may not enroll more than 5% of a school 

administrative unit's noncharter public school students per grade level in each of the first 3 years of the 

public charter school's operation. [2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW).] 

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/17768.pdf


E. For a school administrative unit with an enrollment of more than 500 students, a public charter 

school, unless authorized by a school administrative unit, may not enroll more than 10% of a school 

administrative unit's noncharter public school students per grade level in each of the first 3 years of the 

public charter school's operation. [2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW).] 

F. A public charter school may limit enrollment to pupils within a given age group or grade level and may 

be organized around a special emphasis, theme or concept as stated in the school's application for a 

charter contract pursuant to section 2407.[2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW).] 

G. Any noncharter public school converting partially or entirely to a public charter school shall adopt and 

maintain a policy that gives enrollment preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance 

area of that noncharter public school.[2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW).] 

H. A public charter school shall give enrollment preference to pupils enrolled in the public charter school 

the previous school year and to siblings of pupils already enrolled in the public charter school. [2011, c. 

414, §5 (NEW).] 

I. A public charter school may give enrollment preference to children of a public charter school's 

founders, governing board members and full-time employees, as long as they constitute no more than 

10% of the school's total student population.[2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW).] 

J. A public charter school may enroll students from outside the State if space is available. [2011, c. 

414, §5 (NEW).] 

[ 2011, c. 414, §5 (NEW) .] 

3. Discrimination prohibited.  A public charter school may not discriminate on the basis of race, 

ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, income level, disabling condition, 

proficiency in the English language or academic or athletic ability, except that nothing in this subsection 

may be construed to limit the formation of a public charter school that is dedicated to focusing 

education services on at-risk pupils, students with disabilities and students who pose such severe 

disciplinary problems that they warrant a specific education program. 

Maryland  

§9–102.   

In this title, “public charter school” means a public school that: 

 (1)   Is nonsectarian in all its programs, policies, and operations; 

(2)   Is a school to which parents choose to send their children; 

(3)   Except as provided in § 9–102.1 of this title, is open to all students on a space–available basis and 

admits students on a lottery basis if more students apply than can be accommodated; 

(4)   Is a new public school or a conversion of an existing public school; 



(5)   Provides a program of elementary or secondary education or both; 

(6)   Operates in pursuit of a specific set of educational objectives; 

(7)   Is tuition–free; 

(8)   Is subject to federal and State laws prohibiting discrimination; 

(9)   Is in compliance with all applicable health and safety laws; 

(10)   Is in compliance with § 9–107 of this title; 

(11)   Operates under the supervision of the public chartering authority from which its charter is granted 

and in accordance with its charter and, except as provided in § 9–106 of this title, the provisions of law 

and regulation governing other public schools; 

(12)   Requires students to be physically present on school premises for a period of time substantially 

similar to that which other public school students spend on school premises; and 

(13)   Is created in accordance with this title and the appropriate county board policy. 

§9–102.1.   

(a)   The State Board may grant a waiver from § 9–102(3) of this title to a public charter school if the 

public charter school: 

(1)   Is located on property within a federal military base in the State; and 

(2)   Will admit students with parents who are not assigned to the base to at least 35% of its total 

available space. 

(b)   If a public charter school is granted a waiver under subsection (a) of this section, subject to the 

requirement set forth in subsection (a)(2) of this section, the public charter school shall admit all 

students on a lottery basis. 

Massachusetts 

 1.06: Charter School Enrollment and Student Recruitment 

(1) Eligibility for enrollment shall be consistent with the school's grade levels. Charter schools shall not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, sex, gender identity, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, mental or physical disability, age, ancestry, athletic performance, special need, proficiency 

in the English language or a foreign language, or prior academic achievement. Charter schools shall 

receive approval from the Department of a recruitment and retention plan that meets the requirements 

of M.G.L. c. 71, § 89. For purposes of 603 CMR 1.06, gender identity shall mean a person's gender-

related identity, appearance or behavior, whether or not that gender-related identity, appearance or 

behavior is different from that traditionally associated with the person's physiology or assigned sex at 



birth. Gender-related identity may be shown by providing evidence including, but not limited to, medical 

history, care or treatment of the gender-related identity, consistent and uniform assertion of the 

gender-related identity, or any other evidence that the gender-related identity is sincerely held as part 

of a person's core identity; provided, however, that gender-related identity shall not be asserted for any 

improper purpose. 

(2) Charter schools may not administer tests to potential applicants or predicate enrollment on results 

from any test of ability or achievement. Requirements for enrollment in a charter school, including but 

not limited to attendance at informational meetings and interviews, shall not be designed, intended, or 

used to discriminate. Charter schools may not require potential students and their families to attend 

interviews or informational meetings as a condition of enrollment. 

(3) Schools shall give reasonable public notice, of at least one month, of all application deadlines. 

(4) In conformance with M.G.L. c. 71, § 89, enrollment in Commonwealth charter schools shall be 

conducted as follows: 

(a) In such cases where there are fewer spaces than eligible applicants who reside in the city or town in 

which a Commonwealth charter school is located, or who are siblings of students already attending said 

charter school, the charter school shall hold an enrollment lottery for all such applicants; 

(b) If there are more spaces available than eligible applicants from the city or town in which said 

Commonwealth charter school is located and who are siblings of current students, and there are more 

eligible applicants from outside of that city or town than spaces available, the charter school shall hold 

an enrollment lottery. 

(c) The Department shall notify each Commonwealth charter school no later than February 15th of any 

limitation on the number of students from a district that may be enrolled in charter schools for the 

upcoming school year. 

(d) Charter schools shall place names of students not selected in an enrollment lottery on a waiting list 

in the order the names were drawn. In conformance with M.G.L. c. 71, § 89, charter schools shall, when 

a student stops attending for any reason, attempt to fill vacant seats up to February 15th, excluding 

seats in the last half of the grades offered and in grades ten, 11, and 12. A vacancy not filled after 

February 15th moves into the subsequent grade, to be filled the following September if such grade is not 

in the last half of the grades offered and is not grades ten, 11, or 12. Seats for students who have 

accepted an offer of admission in the charter school but have never attended are exempt from 603 CMR 

1.06 (4)(d). If a school has an odd number of grades, the number of grades in the last half shall be 

rounded up to the nearest whole number. 

(e) In cases where the enrollment of a student, who is not a sibling of another previously enrolled 

student, from the waiting list would exceed the district charter tuition cap, the student should be 

skipped over but kept on the waiting list. In cases where the enrollment of a student who is a sibling of a 

student already attending a charter school would exceed the district charter school tuition cap, the 



sibling may be enrolled with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts providing tuition for said sibling, 

subject to appropriation. 

(f) In conformance with M.G.L. c. 71, § 89(n), charter schools shall submit to the Department, no later 

than June 1st and as of March 15th, the names, home addresses, telephone numbers, and grade levels 

of students who entered the lottery but did not gain admission. The same information must be 

submitted within 30 days of any student being admitted from the waitlist to the school to fill a vacancy 

in the school. 

(g) A charter school may initiate a request once a year for a mailing to the students enrolled in each 

district for which the school is chartered to serve, and a district may initiate a request once a year for a 

mailing to the students enrolled in any charter school serving that district. When such a request is made, 

the district or school, as the case may be, shall provide the names and addresses of students within 30 

days, in electronic format, to an approved third party mailing service. Any vendor listed on the statewide 

procurement or master services agreement for mailing services shall be deemed approved for the 

purposes of this section. The district or school must provide parents/guardians with the opportunity to 

request that such information be withheld. The cost of copying and mailing shall be borne by the school 

or district requesting the mailing. There shall be no charge for the provision of the required names and 

addresses. Charter schools shall provide any such mailing in the prevalent languages of the district. A 

language shall be deemed a prevalent language if one percent or more of the district's total enrollment 

are limited English proficient students for whom that is the primary language. 

(h) In conformance with M.G.L. c. 71, § 89, enrollment in a Horace Mann charter school shall be 

conducted as follows: 

1. priority shall be given first to any students actually enrolled in said school on the date that the final 

application is filed with the Board and to their siblings. In such cases where there are fewer spaces in a 

Horace Mann charter school than eligible applicants who were enrolled in said school, the charter 

school shall hold an enrollment lottery; 

2. if there are more spaces available than eligible applicants from the school, and there are more 

applicants than spaces available who reside in the district in which the charter school is located and who 

are currently enrolled in the public schools of the district in which the Horace Mann charter school is 

located, the charter school shall hold an enrollment lottery for all such applicants; and 

3. if there are more spaces available than eligible applicants from the school or district, and there are 

more applicants than spaces available who reside in the district in which the Horace Mann charter 

school is located, the charter school shall hold an enrollment lottery for all such applicants. 

(5) If the principal enrollment process fails to produce an adequate number of enrolled students, a 

school may repeat the process more than once, if necessary, providing such process is fair and open, 

with reasonable public notice given at least one week prior to the application deadline. As spaces 

become available during the school year, a school may repeat the enrollment process to fill these 

openings and to meet the requirements of M.G.L. c. 70, § 89(n). No student entering an enrollment 



process may be admitted ahead of other eligible students who were previously placed on a waiting list 

during a prior enrollment process, except in cases described in to 603 CMR 1.06(4)(e). The total number 

of students attending a charter school in a given school year cannot exceed the total number of students 

reported to the Department in the previous spring in accordance with 603 CMR 1.09(4). 

(6) All lotteries shall be conducted in public, with a disinterested party drawing names, and with 

reasonable public notice given at least one week prior to the lottery. 

(7) A school may integrate its enrollment process with that of the school district, provided that the 

enrollment application is submitted in conjunction with the local school district and such district 

maintains an intra-district school choice enrollment program. 

(8) A school shall specify age thresholds and ceilings for kindergarten and/or high school programs, 

respectively. 

(9) The use of financial incentives to recruit students is prohibited. 

Michigan 

380.504 Location; operation at other than single site; documentation that proposed educational model 

results in measurable progress; discrimination prohibited; admission limits; enrollment; priority; grades 

and programs offered. 

Sec. 504. 

(1) A public school academy may be located in all or part of an existing public school building. A public 

school academy shall not operate at a site other than the site or sites requested for the configuration of 

age or grade levels that will use the site or sites, as specified in the contract. Under a contract, an 

authorizing body may permit a public school academy to operate the same configuration of age or grade 

levels at more than 1 site, and a public school academy may operate the same configuration of age or 

grade levels at more than 1 site, as long as the public school academy is operating in compliance with its 

contract and is making measurable progress toward meeting its educational goals. For a contract for a 

new public school academy, an authorizing body may permit a public school academy to operate the 

same configuration of age or grade levels at more than 1 site, and a public school academy may operate 

the same configuration of age or grade levels at more than 1 site, if the  applicant for the proposed 

public school academy presents documentation to the  authorizing body demonstrating that the 

 applicant's proposed educational model has resulted in schools making measurable progress toward 

meeting their education goals. 

(2) A public school academy shall not charge tuition and shall not discriminate in its pupil admissions 

policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, 

status as a student with a disability, or any other basis that would be illegal if used by a school district. 

However, a public school academy may limit admission to pupils who are within a particular range of 

age or grade level or on any other basis that would be legal if used by a school district and may give 

enrollment priority as provided in subsection (4). 



(3) Except for a foreign exchange student who is not a United States citizen, a public school academy 

shall not enroll a pupil who is not a resident of this state. For a public school academy authorized by a 

school district, intermediate school district, or community college, enrollment in the public school 

academy may be open to all individuals who reside in this state who meet the  admission policy and 

shall be open to all pupils who reside within the geographic boundaries of that authorizing body who 

meet the  admission policy, except that admission to a public school academy authorized by the board 

of a community college to operate, or operated by the board of a community college, on the  grounds of 

a federal military installation, as described in section 502(2)(c), shall be open to all pupils who reside in 

the county in which the federal military installation is located. For a public school academy authorized 

by a state public university, enrollment shall be open to all pupils who reside in this state who meet the 

admissions policy. Subject to subsection (4), if there are more applications to enroll in the public school 

academy than there are spaces available, pupils shall be selected to enroll using a random selection 

process. A public school academy shall allow any pupil who was enrolled in the public school academy in 

the immediately preceding school year to enroll in the public school academy in the  appropriate grade 

unless the appropriate grade is not offered at that public school academy. 

(4) A public school academy may give enrollment priority to 1 or more of the following: 

(a) A sibling of a pupil enrolled in the public school academy. 

(b) A pupil who transfers to the public school academy from another public school pursuant to a 

matriculation agreement between the public school academy and other public school that provides for 

this enrollment priority, if all of the following requirements are met: 

(i) Each public school that enters into the matriculation agreement remains a separate and independent 

public school. 

(ii) The public school academy that gives enrollment priority selects at least 5% of its pupils for 

enrollment using a random selection process. 

(iii)  The matriculation agreement allows any pupil who was enrolled at any time during elementary 

school in a public school that is party to the matriculation agreement and who was not expelled from 

the public school to enroll in the public school academy giving enrollment priority under the 

matriculation agreement. 

(c) A child of a person who is employed by or at the public school academy or who is on the board of 

directors of the public school academy. As used in this subdivision, "child" includes an adopted child or a 

legal ward. 

(5) A public school academy may include any grade up to grade 12 or any configuration of those grades, 

including kindergarten and early childhood education, as specified in its contract. If specified in its 

contract, a public school academy may also operate an adult basic education program, adult high school 

completion program, or general education development testing preparation program. The authorizing 

body may approve amendment of a contract with respect to ages of pupils or grades offered. 



Minnesota  

Subd. 9.Admission requirements. 

 A charter school may limit admission to: 

(1) pupils within an age group or grade level; 

(2) pupils who are eligible to participate in the graduation incentives program under section 124D.68; or 

(3) residents of a specific geographic area in which the school is located when the majority of students 

served by the school are members of underserved populations. 

A charter school shall enroll an eligible pupil who submits a timely application, unless the number of 

applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building. In this case, pupils must 

be accepted by lot. The charter school must develop and publish a lottery policy and process that it must 

use when accepting pupils by lot. 

A charter school shall give enrollment preference to a sibling of an enrolled pupil and to a foster child of 

that pupil's parents and may give preference for enrolling children of the school's staff before accepting 

other pupils by lot. 

A charter school may not limit admission to pupils on the basis of intellectual ability, measures of 

achievement or aptitude, or athletic ability and may not establish any criteria or requirements for 

admission that are inconsistent with this subdivision. 

The charter school shall not distribute any services or goods of value to students, parents, or guardians 

as an inducement, term, or condition of enrolling a student in a charter school. 

Mississippi 

SEC. 37-28-9. Terms of charter. 

(f) A provision that no person shall be denied admission to the charter school on the basis of race, color, 

creed or national origin;  

Missouri 

(12) A description of the charter school's policies on student discipline and student admission, which 

shall include a statement, where applicable, of the validity of attendance of students who do not reside 

in the district but who may be eligible to attend under the terms of judicial settlements and procedures 

that ensure admission of students with disabilities in a nondiscriminatory manner; 

4. A charter school shall, as provided in its charter: 

(1) Be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations; 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes?id=124D.68#stat.124D.68


Montana 

No Charter School Law 

Nebraska 

No Charter School Law 

Nevada  

Participation in class or extracurricular activity by pupil enrolled in another school or homeschooled 

child. 

      1.  An application for enrollment in a charter school may be submitted to the governing body of the 

charter school by the parent or legal guardian of any child who resides in this State. Except as otherwise 

provided in this subsection and subsection 2, a charter school shall enroll pupils who are eligible for 

enrollment in the order in which the applications are received. If the board of trustees of the school 

district in which the charter school is located has established zones of attendance pursuant to NRS 

388.040, the charter school shall, if practicable, ensure that the racial composition of pupils enrolled in 

the charter school does not differ by more than 10 percent from the racial composition of pupils who 

attend public schools in the zone in which the charter school is located. If a charter school is sponsored 

by the board of trustees of a school district located in a county whose population is 100,000 or more, 

except for a program of distance education provided by the charter school, the charter school shall 

enroll pupils who are eligible for enrollment who reside in the school district in which the charter school 

is located before enrolling pupils who reside outside the school district. Except as otherwise provided in 

subsection 2, if more pupils who are eligible for enrollment apply for enrollment in the charter school 

than the number of spaces which are available, the charter school shall determine which applicants to 

enroll pursuant to this subsection on the basis of a lottery system. 

      2.  Before a charter school enrolls pupils who are eligible for enrollment, a charter school that is 

dedicated to providing educational programs and opportunities to pupils who are at risk may enroll a 

child who: 

      (a) Is a sibling of a pupil who is currently enrolled in the charter school; 

      (b) Was enrolled, on the basis of a lottery system, in a prekindergarten program at the charter 

school or any other early childhood educational program affiliated with the charter school; 

      (c) Is a child of a person employed in a full-time position by the charter school; 

      (d) Is in a particular category of at-risk pupils and the child meets the eligibility for enrollment 

prescribed by the charter school for that particular category; or 

      (e) Resides within the school district and within 2 miles of the charter school if the charter school is 

located in an area that the sponsor of the charter school determines includes a high percentage of 

children who are at risk. If space is available after the charter school enrolls pupils pursuant to this 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-388.html#NRS388Sec040
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-388.html#NRS388Sec040


paragraph, the charter school may enroll children who reside outside the school district but within 2 

miles of the charter school if the charter school is located within an area that the sponsor determines 

includes a high percentage of children who are at risk. 

Ê If more pupils described in this subsection who are eligible apply for enrollment than the number of 

spaces available, the charter school shall determine which applicants to enroll pursuant to this 

subsection on the basis of a lottery system. 

      3.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 8, a charter school shall not accept applications for 

enrollment in the charter school or otherwise discriminate based on the: 

      (a) Race; 

      (b) Gender; 

      (c) Religion; 

      (d) Ethnicity; or 

      (e) Disability, 

Ê of a pupil. 

      4.  If the governing body of a charter school determines that the charter school is unable to provide 

an appropriate special education program and related services for a particular disability of a pupil who is 

enrolled in the charter school, the governing body may request that the board of trustees of the school 

district of the county in which the pupil resides transfer that pupil to an appropriate school. 

      5.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, upon the request of a parent or legal guardian 

of a child who is enrolled in a public school of a school district or a private school, or a parent or legal 

guardian of a homeschooled child, the governing body of the charter school shall authorize the child to 

participate in a class that is not otherwise available to the child at his or her school or home school or 

participate in an extracurricular activity at the charter school if: 

      (a) Space for the child in the class or extracurricular activity is available; 

      (b) The parent or legal guardian demonstrates to the satisfaction of the governing body that the 

child is qualified to participate in the class or extracurricular activity; and 

      (c) The child is a homeschooled child and a notice of intent of a homeschooled child to participate in 

programs and activities is filed for the child with the school district in which the child resides for the 

current school year pursuant to NRS 392.705. 

Ê If the governing body of a charter school authorizes a child to participate in a class or extracurricular 

activity pursuant to this subsection, the governing body is not required to provide transportation for the 

child to attend the class or activity. A charter school shall not authorize such a child to participate in a 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-392.html#NRS392Sec705


class or activity through a program of distance education provided by the charter school pursuant 

to NRS 388.820 to 388.874, inclusive. 

      6.  The governing body of a charter school may revoke its approval for a child to participate in a 

class or extracurricular activity at a charter school pursuant to subsection 5 if the governing body 

determines that the child has failed to comply with applicable statutes, or applicable rules and 

regulations. If the governing body so revokes its approval, neither the governing body nor the charter 

school is liable for any damages relating to the denial of services to the child. 

      7.  The governing body of a charter school may, before authorizing a homeschooled child to 

participate in a class or extracurricular activity pursuant to subsection 5, require proof of the identity of 

the child, including, without limitation, the birth certificate of the child or other documentation 

sufficient to establish the identity of the child. 

      8.  This section does not preclude the formation of a charter school that is dedicated to provide 

educational services exclusively to pupils: 

      (a) With disabilities; 

      (b) Who pose such severe disciplinary problems that they warrant a specific educational program, 

including, without limitation, a charter school specifically designed to serve a single gender that 

emphasizes personal responsibility and rehabilitation; or 

      (c) Who are at risk. 

Ê If more eligible pupils apply for enrollment in such a charter school than the number of spaces which 

are available, the charter school shall determine which applicants to enroll pursuant to this subsection 

on the basis of a lottery system. 

New Hampshire  

CHAPTER 194-B 

CHARTERED PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Section 194-B:9 

    194-B:9 Chartered Public Schools; Pupil Selection; Enrollment; Separation. –  

    I. Except as provided for under RSA 194-B:8, IV:  

       (a) Chartered public schools may set maximum enrollment as they deem appropriate.  

       (b) Chartered public schools may limit enrollment to specific grade or age levels, pupil needs, or 

areas of academic focus including, but not limited to, at-risk pupils, vocational education pupils, 

mathematics, science, the arts, history, or languages.  

       (c)(1) Chartered public schools may select pupils on the basis of aptitude, academic achievement, or 

need, provided that such selection is directly related to the academic goals of the school.  

          (2) If the number of otherwise eligible applicants to a particular chartered public school exceeds 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-388.html#NRS388Sec820
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-388.html#NRS388Sec874


that school's maximum published enrollment, that school shall use lottery selection as a basis for 

admission.  

          (3) If the number of otherwise eligible applicants to chartered public schools located inside and 

outside the school district exceeds that district's published maximum percentage of pupils authorized to 

attend such schools, the district shall use lottery selection as a basis for pupil eligibility, and in 

accordance with RSA 194-B:2, IV.  

    II. A pupil may withdraw from a chartered public school at any time and enroll in a public school 

where the pupil resides, except that no pupil shall change schools more than once each school year. 

That pupil's local school board may waive this limitation after a hearing.  

    III. A pupil may be suspended or expelled from a chartered public school based on criteria determined 

by the board of trustees consistent with the advice of the principal and teachers and in conformance 

with RSA 193:13. No public school shall be obligated to enroll an expelled pupil.  

    IV. For the purpose of this chapter, any resident pupil enrolled in a chartered public school is to be 

considered reassigned to the chartered public school for purposes of school attendance. 

New Jersey  

18A:36A-7.  Student admissions to charter school 

7. A charter school shall be open to all students on a space available basis and shall not 

discriminate in its admission policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures 

of achievement or aptitude, status as a handicapped person, proficiency in the English language, or any 

other basis that would be illegal if used by a school district; however, a charter school may limit 

admission to a particular grade level or to areas of concentration of the school, such as mathematics, 

science, or the arts.  A charter school may establish reasonable criteria to evaluate prospective students 

which shall be outlined in the school's charter. 

 

L.1995,c.426,s.7. 

  

18A:36A-8.  Enrollment preference 

8.  a.  Preference for enrollment in a charter school shall be given to students who reside in the 

school district in which the charter school is located.  If there are more applications to enroll in the 

charter school than there are spaces available, the charter school shall select students to attend using a 

random selection process.  A charter school shall not charge tuition to students who reside in the 

district. 

 

b. A charter school shall allow any student who was enrolled in the school in the immediately 

preceding school year to enroll in the charter school in the appropriate grade unless the appropriate 

grade is not offered at the charter school. 

 

c. A charter school may give enrollment priority to a sibling of a student enrolled in the charter 

school. 

 



d. If available space permits, a charter school may enroll non-resident students.  The terms 

and condition of the enrollment shall be outlined in the school's charter and approved by the 

commissioner. 

 

e. The admission policy of the charter school shall, to the maximum extent practicable, seek 

the enrollment of a cross section of the community's school age population including racial and 

academic factors. 

New Mexico 

New Mexico Statutes > Chapter 22 > Article 8B > § 22-8B-4.1 - Charter schools' enrollment procedures 

A. Start-up schools and conversion schools are subject to the following enrollment procedures: 

(1) a start-up school may either enroll students on a first-come, first-served basis or through a lottery 

selection process if the total number of applicants exceeds the number of spaces available at the start-

up school; and 

(2) a conversion school shall give enrollment preference to students who are enrolled in the public 

school at the time it is converted into a charter school and to siblings of students admitted to or 

attending the charter school. The conversion school may either enroll all other students on a first-

come, first-served basis or through a lottery selection process if the total number of applicants 

exceeds the number of spaces available at the conversion school. 

B. In subsequent years of its operation, a charter school shall give enrollment preference to: 

(1) students who have been admitted to the charter school through an appropriate admission process 

and remain in attendance through subsequent grades; and 

(2) siblings of students already admitted to or attending the same charter school. 

 

New York 

S 2854. General requirements 

2. Admissions; enrollment; students.  

(a) A charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and 

all other operations and shall not charge tuition or fees; provided that a charter school may require the 

payment of fees on the same basis and to the same extent as other public schools. A charter school shall 

not discriminate against any student, employee or any other person on the basis of ethnicity, national 

origin, gender, or disability or any other ground that would be unlawful if done by a school. 

Admission of students shall not be limited on the basis of intellectual ability, measures of achievement 

or aptitude, athletic ability, disability, race, creed, gender, national origin, religion, or ancestry; provided, 

http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/new-mexico/nm-statutes/new-mexico-statutes
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/new-mexico/nm-statutes/new_mexico_statutes_chapter_22
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/new-mexico/nm-statutes/new_mexico_statutes_chapter_22_article_8b


however, that nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent the establishment of a single-sex 

charter school or a charter school designed to provide expanded learning opportunities for students at-

risk of academic failure or students with disabilities and English language learners; and provided, 

further, that the charter school shall demonstrate good faith efforts to attract and retain a comparable 

or greater enrollment of students with disabilities and limited, English proficient language learners, and 

students who are eligible applicants for the free and reduced price lunch program when compared to 

the enrollment figures for such students in the school district in which the charter school is located. A 

charter shall not be issued to any school that would be wholly or in part under the control or direction of 

any religious denomination, or in which any denominational tenet or doctrine would be taught.  

(b) Any child who is qualified under the laws of this state for admission to a public school is qualified for 

admission to a charter school. Applications for admission to a charter school shall be submitted on a 

uniform application form created by the department and shall be made available by a charter school in 

languages predominately spoken in the community in which such charter school is located. The school 

shall enroll each eligible student who submits a timely application by the first day of April each year, 

unless the number of applications exceeds the capacity of the grade level or building. In such cases, 

students shall be accepted from among applicants by a random selection process, provided, however, 

that an enrollment preference shall be provided to pupils returning to the charter school in the second 

or any subsequent year of operation and pupils residing in the school district in which the charter school 

is located, and siblings of pupils already enrolled in the charter school. The commissioner shall establish 

regulations to require that the random selection process conducted pursuant to this paragraph be 

performed in a transparent and equitable manner and to require that the time and place of the random 

selection process be publicized in a manner consistent with the requirements of section one hundred 

four of the public officers law and be open to the public. For the purposes of this paragraph and 

paragraph (a) of this subdivision, the school district in which the charter school, is located shall mean, 

for the city school district of the district of the city of New York, the community district in which the 

charter school is located.  

(c) A charter school shall serve one or more of the grades one through twelve, and shall limit admission 

to pupils within the grade levels served. Nothing herein shall prohibit a charter school from establishing 

a kindergarten program.  

(d) A student may withdraw from a charter school at any time and enroll in a public school. A charter 

school may refuse admission to any student who has been expelled or suspended from a public school 

until the period of suspension or expulsion from the public school has expired, consistent with the 

requirements of due process. 

 

 

 

 



North Carolina 

 

§ 115C-238.29F.  General requirements. 

115C-375.3. 

(b)        School Nonsectarian. - A charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 

employment practices, and all other operations and shall not charge tuition or fees, except that a 

charter school may charge any fees that are charged by the local school administrative unit in which the 

charter school is located. A charter school shall not be affiliated with a nonpublic sectarian school or a 

religious institution 

 (g)        Admission Requirements. - 

(1)        Any child who is qualified under the laws of this State for admission to a public school is qualified 

for admission to a charter school. 

(2)        No local board of education shall require any student enrolled in the local school administrative 

unit to attend a charter school. 

(3)        Admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the school attendance area in 

which a student resides, except that any local school administrative unit in which a public school 

converts to a charter school shall give admission preference to students who reside within the former 

attendance area of that school. 

(4)        Admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the local school 

administrative unit in which a student resides. 

(5)        A charter school shall not discriminate against any student on the basis of ethnicity, national 

origin, gender, or disability. Except as otherwise provided by law or the mission of the school as set out 

in the charter, the school shall not limit admission to students on the basis of intellectual ability, 

measures of achievement or aptitude, athletic ability, disability, race, creed, gender, national origin, 

religion, or ancestry. The charter school may give enrollment priority to siblings of currently enrolled 

students who were admitted to the charter school in a previous year and to children of the school's 

principal, teachers, and teacher assistants. In addition, and only for its first year of operation, the 

charter school may give enrollment priority to children of the initial members of the charter school's 

board of directors, so long as (i) these children are limited to no more than ten percent (10%) of the 

school's total enrollment or to 20 students, whichever is less, and (ii) the charter school is not a former 

public or private school. If multiple birth siblings apply for admission to a charter school and a lottery is 

needed under G.S. 115C-238.29F(g)(6), the charter school shall enter one surname into the lottery to 

represent all of the multiple birth siblings. If that surname of the multiple birth siblings is selected, then 

all of the multiple birth siblings shall be admitted. Within one year after the charter school begins 

operation, the population of the school shall reasonably reflect the racial and ethnic composition of the 



general population residing within the local school administrative unit in which the school is located or 

the racial and ethnic composition of the special population that the school seeks to serve residing within 

the local school administrative unit in which the school is located. The school shall be subject to any 

court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for the local school administrative unit. 

(6)        During each period of enrollment, the charter school shall enroll an eligible student who submits 

a timely application, unless the number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade 

level, or building. In this case, students shall be accepted by lot. Once enrolled, students are not 

required to reapply in subsequent enrollment periods. 

(7)        Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a charter school may refuse admission to any student 

who has been expelled or suspended from a public school under G.S. 115C-390.5 through G.S. 115C-

390.11 until the period of suspension or expulsion has expired. 

North Dakota 

No Charter School Law 

Ohio 

REQUIREMENTS 

A. Public charter schools must be: 

1. Open to any individual age 5 to 22 who is entitled to attend a public school in Ohio; and 

2. Free of tuition. 

RESTRICTIONS 

Charter schools cannot restrict admission based on any of the following: 

A. Race 

B. Gender 

C. Creed 

D. Color 

E. Disabling condition 

1. If admitted, must comport with all state and federal laws dealing with education of children with 

disabilities. 

2. A charter school can contract for special education services. 

 



Charter schools may restrict by:  

A. Certain grade levels 

B. Age groups 

C. “At risk” students 

D. Geographical residence 

1. Sub-section of “home” district. 

2. “Home” district. 

3. “Home” district and adjacent districts. 

4. All of Ohio. 

E. Gender 

1. A school can be single-gender so long as there are comparable  

offerings for both boys and girls. 

F. Capacity  

LOTTERY 

If a school cannot accommodate all students who wish to attend it, the school must hold a lottery. 

A. The lottery must be based on the students who submitted applications. 

B. The lottery must give preference to: 

1. Students residing in “home” district. 

2. Students who attended the previous year. 

C. The lottery may give preference to siblings of students who attended the previous year. 

Oklahoma 

Section 42.22. Admission and Enrollment of Students. 

A. Except for a charter school sponsored by the State Board of Education, a charter school shall enroll 

those students whose legal residence is within the boundaries of the school district in which the charter 

school is located and who submit a timely application, or those students who transfer to the district in 

which the charter school is located in accordance with Section 8-103 of this title, unless the number of 

applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building. If capacity is insufficient to 



enroll all eligible students, the charter school shall select students through a lottery selection process. 

Except for a charter school sponsored by the State Board of Education, a charter school shall give 

enrollment preference to eligible students who reside within the boundaries of the school district in 

which the charter school is located. Except for a charter school sponsored by the State Board of 

Education, a charter school created after the effective date of this act shall give enrollment preference 

to eligible students who reside within the boundaries of the school district in which the charter school is 

located and who attend a school site listed on the school improvement list as determined by the State 

Board of Education pursuant to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended or 

reauthorized. A charter school may limit admission to students within a given age group or grade level. A 

charter school sponsored by the State Board of Education shall limit admission to youth that are in the 

custody or supervision of the Office of Juvenile Affairs. 

B. Except for a charter school sponsored by the State Board of Education, a charter school shall admit 

students who reside in the attendance area of a school or in a school district that is under a court order 

of desegregation or that is a party to an agreement with the United States Department of Education 

Office for Civil Rights directed towards mediating alleged or proven racial discrimination unless notice is 

received from the resident school district that admission of the student would violate the court order or 

agreement. 

C. A charter school may designate a specific geographic area within the school district in which the 

charter school is located as an academic enterprise zone and may limit admissions to students who 

reside within that area. An academic enterprise zone shall be a geographic area in which sixty percent 

(60%) or more of the children who reside in the area qualify for the free or reduced school lunch 

program.  

D. Except as provided in subsections B and C of this section, a charter school shall not limit admission 

based on ethnicity, national origin, gender, income level, disabling condition, proficiency in the English 

language, measures of achievement, aptitude, or athletic ability. (70-3-140) 

Oregon 

 338.125. (1) Student enrollment in a public charter school is voluntary. 

      (2)(a) All students who reside in the school district in which the public charter school is located are 

eligible for enrollment in the public charter school if space is available. 

      (b) Students who do not reside in the school district in which the public charter school is located are 

eligible for enrollment in the public charter school if space is available and subject to subsection (4) of 

this section. 

      (c) A public charter school may not limit student enrollment based on race, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, ethnicity, national origin, disability, the terms of an individualized education program, 

income level, proficiency in the English language or athletic ability. 



      (3)(a) Except as provided by paragraph (b) of this subsection, if the number of applications from 

students who reside in the school district exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level or 

building, the public charter school shall select students through an equitable lottery selection process. 

      (b) After a public charter school has been in operation for one or more years, the public charter 

school may give priority for admission to students who: 

      (A) Were enrolled in the school in the prior year; 

      (B) Have siblings who are presently enrolled in the school and who were enrolled in the school in the 

prior year; or 

      (C) If the public charter school is a party to a cooperative agreement described in ORS 338.080, 

reside in the school district that is the sponsor of the public charter school or in a school district that is a 

party to the cooperative agreement. 

      (4)(a) A student who wishes to enroll in a virtual public charter school does not need the approval of 

the school district where the student is a resident before the student enrolls in the virtual public charter 

school. If a student wishes to enroll in a virtual public charter school, the parent, legal guardian or 

person in parental relationship with the student must provide the following notices to the school district 

where the student is a resident: 

      (A) Intent to enroll the student in a virtual public charter school; and 

      (B) Enrollment of the student in a virtual public charter school. 

      (b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection and ORS 339.133, if more than three percent of 

the students who reside in a school district are enrolled in virtual public charter schools that are not 

sponsored by the school district, a student who is a resident of the school district must receive approval 

from the school district before enrolling in a virtual public charter school. A school district is not 

required to give approval if more than three percent of the students who reside in the school district are 

enrolled in virtual public charter schools that are not sponsored by the school district. 

      (c) If the school district does not give approval under paragraph (b) of this subsection, the school 

district must provide information to the parent, legal guardian or person in parental relationship with 

the student about the right to appeal the decision to the State Board of Education and other online 

options available to the student. If an appeal is made to the State Board of Education, the board must 

issue a decision within 30 days of the submission of the appeal. 

      (5) Within 10 days of a student’s enrollment in a public charter school, the public charter school shall 

provide written notice of the student’s enrollment to the school district in which the public charter 

school is located if the student does not reside in the school district where the public charter school is 

located. 



      (6) Within 10 days of receiving the notice described in subsection (5) of this section, the school 

district in which the public charter school is located shall provide to the student’s parent, legal guardian 

or person in parental relationship written information about: 

      (a) The school district’s responsibility to identify, locate and evaluate students enrolled in the public 

charter school to determine which students may be in need of special education and related services as 

provided by ORS 338.165; and 

      (b) The methods by which the school district may be contacted to answer questions or provide 

information related to special education and related services. 

      (7) When a student described in subsection (5) of this section withdraws from a public charter school 

for a reason other than graduation from high school, the school district in which the public charter 

school is located shall: 

      (a) Provide to the school district in which the student resides written notice that the student has 

withdrawn. 

      (b) Provide to the student’s parent, legal guardian or person in parental relationship written 

information about: 

      (A) The responsibility of the school district in which the student resides to identify, locate and 

evaluate students who reside in the school district to determine which students may be in need of 

special education and related services as provided by ORS 338.165; and 

      (B) The methods by which the school district in which the student resides may be contacted to 

answer questions or provide information related to special education and related services. 

      (8)(a) If a student described in subsection (5) of this section enrolls in a public charter school and has 

an individualized education program, the school district in which the public charter school is located 

must implement the individualized education program and follow the terms of the individualized 

education program until a new individualized education program is developed. 

      (b) If a student described in subsection (5) of this section withdraws from a public charter school and 

has an individualized education program, the school district in which the student resides must 

implement the individualized education program and follow the terms of the individualized education 

program until a new individualized education program is developed. 

      (9) When a virtual public charter school enrolls a student or a student no longer is enrolled in a 

virtual public charter school, the virtual public charter school shall provide the written notices described 

in ORS 338.120 (1)(m) and (n) to the school district where the student is a resident. 

      (10) A public charter school may conduct fund-raising activities but may not require a student to 

participate in fund-raising activities as a condition of admission to the public charter school. 

  



Pennsylvania  

 

 

Rhode Island 

 § 16-77.2-1  Entities eligible to apply to become district charter schools   (d) No child shall be required 

to attend a district charter school nor shall any teacher be required to teach in a district charter school. 

The school committee shall make accommodations to facilitate the transfer of students who do not wish 

to participate in the district charter school into other public schools. It shall also make accommodations 

for those students who wish to participate to transfer into the district charter school as space permits. If 

the total number of students who are eligible to attend and apply to a district charter school is greater 



than the number of spaces available, the charter school shall conduct a lottery to determine which 

students shall be admitted.  

C-5-1. Outreach. -- The charter school shall proactively engage and inform the community about the 

school for the purpose of generating interest in enrollment in the school. Such activities should include 

public notices, meeting, open houses, and other activities that attempt to reach and provide a forum to 

a broad audience. In order to diversify the pool of applicants so as to include underrepresented 

populations and otherwise achieve ends designed to serve at-risk youth, supplemental specially directed 

outreach and recruitment to these groups is permissible.  

C-5-2. Enrollment Lotteries. -- (a) When fewer students apply than there are seats available, all 

applicants shall be offered enrollment into the school. When more students apply than are seats 

available, the school shall conduct a random lottery to determine enrollment. For Charter schools that 

do not have defined enrollment percentages from their sending districts in their Charter, lotteries shall 

be held no later than a date set by the Commissioner in the school year before the year in which 

students are to enroll. Charter schools shall use a lottery application developed by the Commissioner. 

Weighted lotteries are permissible if the Commissioner deems it necessary to fulfill statutory 

requirements.  

(b) All students in the lottery pool at the time of the lottery shall be drawn from the lottery. Once all 

available seats have been filled, the remaining applicants in the pool shall be drawn and placed on a 

waiting list ranked in the order that they were drawn. The school shall notify RIDE at least two (2) weeks 

before the lottery so that a RIDE representative may be present during the lottery.  

(c) Schools are permitted to adopt a siblings policy to exempt siblings of currently enrolled students 

from participation in the lottery. Schools further permitted to adopt a policy to exempt the students of 

teachers or school founders from participation in the lottery so long as these students constitute no 

more than 10% of the school’s total enrollment.  

C-5-3. Notification. – (a) Families shall be notified in writing whether or not the student was selected 

from the lottery for enrollment into the school. Upon notification, the family shall confirm their intent to 

accept the enrollment by submitting a standard confirmation form to the school. Schools are permitted 

to establish a reasonable deadline of not less than fifteen (15) days for the family to confirm their child’s 

enrollment. Schools shall 9 also make a reasonable effort within this period to make contact with the 

family. If the family fails to confirm enrollment by the established deadline, schools are permitted to  

offer enrollment to another family in first position on the waiting list.  

(b) Only after a family has confirmed enrollment shall the school ask the family to provide specific 

information and documentation about the student, including prior school academic records and special 

education records (IEP/504 plans).  



(c) Once all families have confirmed their student enrollment, schools shall notify the district of 

residence regarding the total number of students from each district that will be attending the charter 

school for the upcoming school year.  

C-5-4. Waiting Lists. – (a) Any student who has applied to the school but was not selected through the 

lottery shall be placed on a waiting list in the order that they were drawn within the design of the 

lottery. This shall constitute the school’s official waiting list.  

(b) Families that have expressed an interest in the school, either by contacting the school directly, 

attended an open house, or other contact but has not submitted an enrollment form and selected 

through the lottery shall not be considered for the waiting list.  

(c) Enrollment forms received after the lottery shall not be considered on the official waiting list. Such 

applications shall only be considered for enrollment once the waiting list established through the lottery 

has been exhausted.  

(d) When filling vacancies that occur during the school year, schools shall offer enrollment to the 

student ranked in the first position on the waiting list as determined by the lottery. Should the family 

decline the enrollment offer, the school shall offer enrollment to the next ranked student until the 

enrollment seat is accepted.  

(c) Waiting lists shall not be carried over from year to year. Each year the school shall conduct a new 

lottery of all applicants in the lottery pool, including any applicants from the previous waiting list in 

addition to any and all new applicants. Applicants on the waiting list at the end of the previous school 

year must reapply to the school to be considered eligible for the lottery for the following school year. 

South Carolina 

SECTION 59-40-50. Exemption; powers and duties; admission to charter school.  

(7) admit all children eligible to attend public school to a charter school, subject to space limitations, 

except in the case of an application to create a single gender charter school. However, it is required that 

the racial composition of the charter school enrollment reflect that of the local school district in which 

the charter school is located or that of the targeted student population of the local school district that 

the charter school proposes to serve, to be defined for the purposes of this chapter as differing by no 

more than twenty percent from that population. This requirement is also subject to the provisions of 

Section 59-40-70(D). If the number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, 

or building, students must be accepted by lot, and there is no appeal to the sponsor;  

 

(8) not limit or deny admission or show preference in admission decisions to any individual or group of 

individuals, except in the case of an application to create a single gender charter school, in which case 

gender may be the only reason to show preference or deny admission to the school; a charter school 

may give enrollment priority to a sibling of a pupil currently enrolled and attending, or who, within the 

last six years, attended the school for at least one complete academic year. A charter school also may 



give priority to children of a charter school employee and children of the charter committee, if priority 

enrollment for children of employees and of the charter committee does not constitute more than 

twenty percent of the enrollment of the charter school;  

(C)(1) If a charter school denies admission to a student, the student may appeal the denial to the 

sponsor. The decision is binding on the student and the charter school.  

South Dakota  

No Charter School Law 

Tennessee  

49-13-113.  Enrollment.  

 

  (a) Participation in a public charter school shall be based on parental choice or the choice of the legal 

guardian or custodian. 

 

(b)  (1) A charter school shall enroll an eligible pupil who submits a timely application, unless the number 

of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level or building. 

 

   (2)  (A) If applications exceed the planned capacity of the public charter school, the following 

preferences shall apply: 

 

         (i) Pupils in attendance in the previous school year at any public school that converts to become a 

public charter school; 

 

         (ii) Pupils attending public schools within the LEA in which the public charter school is located, if 

those pupils would otherwise be included in the area in which the public charter school will focus; 

 

         (iii) Children residing within the LEA service area in which the public charter school is located, but 

who are not enrolled in public schools, if those children would otherwise be included in the area in 

which the public charter school will focus; and 

 

         (iv) Children residing outside the LEA in which the public charter school is located and whose needs 

would be included in the area in which the public charter school will focus. 

 

      (B) If enrollment within a group of preference set out in subdivision (b)(2)(A) exceeds the planned 

capacity of the school, enrollment within that group shall be determined on the basis of a lottery. 

 

(c) Subject to the requirements of subsections (a) and (b), preference may be afforded to the children of 

a teacher, sponsor or member of the governing body of the charter school, not to exceed ten percent 

(10%) of total enrollment or twenty-five (25) students, whichever is less. 



 

(d) Subject to the requirement of subsections (a) and (b), preference may be afforded to the siblings of a 

pupil who is already enrolled. 

 

(e)  (1) [Deleted by 2011 amendment.] 

 

   (2) A charter school shall provide to the department of education certification by an independent 

accounting firm or by a law firm that each lottery conducted for enrollment purposes complied with the 

requirements of this section. In lieu of such certification, a charter school may request that the 

department of education review and approve the lottery process. 

 

   (3) The charter school shall comply with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act, codified in 20 

U.S.C. § 1232g, with respect to the publication of any list of students' names before, during or after the 

enrollment and lottery process. 

 

   (4) [Deleted by 2011 amendment.] 

 

   (5) The state board of education shall promulgate rules and regulations concerning enrollment 

lotteries to be conducted under this subsection (e). The rules and regulations shall be promulgated in 

accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 

Texas 

§100.1207. Student Admission. 

(a)  Application deadline. For admission to a charter school, a charter holder shall: 

(1)  require the applicant to complete and submit an application not later than a reasonable deadline 

the charter holder establishes; and 

(2)  on receipt of more acceptable applications for admission under this section than available positions 

in the school: 

(A)  except as permitted by subsection (b) of this section, fill the available positions by lottery; or 

(B)  subject to subsection (c) of this section, fill the available positions in the order in which all timely 

applications were received. 

(b)  Lottery exemption. The charter holder may exempt students from the lottery required by subsection 

(a) of this section to the extent this is consistent with the definition of a "public charter school" under 

the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, P.L. 107-110, §5210 (NCLB), as interpreted by the United States 

Department of Education (USDE). 

(c)  Newspaper publication. To the extent this is consistent with the definition of a "public charter 

school" under the NCLB, as interpreted by the USDE, a charter holder may fill applications for admission 



under subsection (a)(2)(B) of this section only if it published a notice of the opportunity to apply for 

admission to the charter school. A notice published under this subsection must: 

(1)  state the application deadline; and 

(2)  be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the community in which the school is located 

not later than the seventh day before the application deadline. 

(d)  Student admission and enrollment. Except as provided by this section, the governing body of the 

charter holder must adopt a student admission and enrollment policy that: 

(1)  prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex; national origin; ethnicity; religion; disability; academic, 

artistic, or athletic ability; or the district the child would otherwise attend under state law; and 

(2)  specifies any type of non-discriminatory enrollment criteria to be used at each charter school 

operated by the charter holder. Such non-discriminatory enrollment criteria may make the student 

ineligible for enrollment based on a history of a criminal offense, a juvenile court adjudication, or 

discipline problems under Texas Education Code (TEC), Chapter 37, Subchapter A, documented as 

provided by local policy. 

(e)  Student admission and enrollment at charter schools specializing in performing arts. In accordance 

with the TEC, §12.111 and §12.1171, a charter school specializing in performing arts, as defined in this 

subsection, may adopt a student admission and enrollment policy that complies with this subsection in 

lieu of compliance with subsections (a)-(d) of this section. 

(1)  A charter school specializing in performing arts as used in this subsection means a school whose 

open-enrollment charter includes an educational program that, in addition to the required academic 

curriculum, has an emphasis in one or more of the performing arts, which include music, theatre, and 

dance. A program with an emphasis in the performing arts may include the following components: 

(A)  a core academic curriculum that is integrated with performing arts instruction; 

(B)  a wider array of performing arts courses than are typically offered at public schools; 

(C)  frequent opportunities for students to demonstrate their artistic talents; 

(D)  cooperative programs with other organizations or individuals in the performing arts community; or 

(E)  other innovative methods for offering performing arts learning opportunities. 

(2)  To the extent this is consistent with the definition of a "public charter school" under the NCLB, as 

interpreted by the USDE, the governing body of a charter holder that operates a charter school 

specializing in performing arts may adopt an admission policy that requires a student to demonstrate an 

interest or ability in the performing arts or to audition for admission to the school. 

(3)  The governing body of a charter holder that operates a charter school specializing in performing arts 

must adopt a student admission and enrollment policy that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex, 



national origin, ethnicity, religion, disability, academic or athletic ability, or the district the child would 

otherwise attend under state law. 

(4)  The governing body of a charter holder that operates a charter school specializing in performing arts 

must adopt a student admission and enrollment policy that specifies any type of non-discriminatory 

enrollment criteria to be used at the charter school. Such non-discriminatory enrollment criteria may 

make the student ineligible for enrollment based on a history of a criminal offense, a juvenile court 

adjudication, or discipline problems under TEC, Chapter 37, Subchapter A, documented as provided by 

local policy. 

(f)  Maximum enrollment; transfers. Total enrollment shall not exceed the maximum number of students 

approved in the open-enrollment charter. Students who reside outside the geographic boundaries 

stated in the open-enrollment charter shall not be admitted to the charter school until all eligible 

applicants who reside within the boundaries and have submitted a timely application have been 

enrolled. Then, if the open-enrollment charter so provides, the charter holder may admit transfer 

students to the charter school in accordance with the terms of the open-enrollment charter. 

Utah 

53A-1a-506.   Eligible students. 

            (1) As used in this section: 

            (a) "District school" means a public school under the control of a local school board elected 

pursuant to Title 20A, Chapter 14, Nomination and Election of State and Local School Boards. 

            (b) "Refugee" means a person who is eligible to receive benefits and services from the federal 

Office of Refugee Resettlement. 

            (2) All resident students of the state qualify for admission to a charter school, subject to the 

limitations set forth in this section and Section 53A-1a-506.5. 

            (3) (a) A charter school shall enroll an eligible student who submits a timely application, unless 

the number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or the charter school. 

            (b) If the number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or the 

charter school, students shall be selected on a random basis, except as provided in Subsections (4) 

through (6). 

            (4) A charter school may give an enrollment preference to: 

            (a) a student of a parent who has actively participated in the development of the charter school; 

            (b) siblings of students presently enrolled in the charter school; 

            (c) a student of a parent who is employed by the charter school; 

http://le.utah.gov/code/TITLE53A/htm/53A01a050605.htm


            (d) students articulating between charter schools offering similar programs that are governed by 

the same governing body; 

            (e) students articulating from one charter school to another pursuant to an articulation 

agreement between the charter schools that is approved by the State Charter School Board; or 

            (f) students who reside within: 

            (i) the school district in which the charter school is located; 

            (ii) the municipality in which the charter school is located; or 

            (iii) a two-mile radius from the charter school. 

            (5) If a district school converts to charter status, the charter school shall give an enrollment 

preference to students who would have otherwise attended it as a district school. 

            (6) (a) A charter school whose mission is to enhance learning opportunities for refugees or 

children of refugee families may give an enrollment preference to refugees or children of refugee 

families. 

            (b) A charter school whose mission is to enhance learning opportunities for English language 

learners may give an enrollment preference to English language learners. 

            (7) A charter school may not discriminate in its admission policies or practices on the same basis 

as other public schools may not discriminate in their admission policies and practices. 

Vermont 

No Charter School Law  

Virginia  

§ 22.1-212.6. Establishment and operation of public charter schools; requirements. 

A. A public charter school shall be subject to all federal and state laws and regulations and constitutional 

provisions prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability, race, creed, color, gender, national origin, 

religion, ancestry, or need for special education services and shall be subject to any court-ordered 

desegregation plan in effect for the school division or, in the case of a regional public charter school, any 

court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for relevant school divisions. 

Enrollment shall be open to any child who is deemed to reside within the relevant school division or, in 

the case of a regional public charter school, within any of the relevant school divisions, as set forth in 

§ 22.1-3, through a lottery process on a space-available basis. A waiting list shall be established if 

adequate space is not available to accommodate all students whose parents have requested to be 

entered in the lottery process. Such waiting list shall also be prioritized through a lottery process and 

parents shall be informed of their student's position on the list. 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-3


 

Washington  

RCW 28A.710.050 

Admission and enrollment of students — Capacity — Specialized learning environments. 

 

(1) A charter school may not limit admission on any basis other than age group, grade level, or capacity 

and must enroll all students who apply within these bases. A charter school is open to any student 

regardless of his or her location of residence. 

 

     (2) A charter school may not charge tuition, but may charge fees for participation in optional 

extracurricular events and activities in the same manner and to the same extent as do other public 

schools. 

 

     (3) A conversion charter school must provide sufficient capacity to enroll all students who wish to 

remain enrolled in the school after its conversion to a charter school, and may not displace students 

enrolled before the chartering process. 

 

     (4) If capacity is insufficient to enroll all students who apply to a charter school, the charter school 

must select students through a lottery to ensure fairness. However, a charter school must give an 

enrollment preference to siblings of already enrolled students. 

 

     (5) The capacity of a charter school must be determined annually by the charter school board in 

consultation with the charter authorizer and with consideration of the charter school's ability to 

facilitate the academic success of its students, achieve the objectives specified in the charter contract, 

and assure that its student enrollment does not exceed the capacity of its facility. An authorizer may not 

restrict the number of students a charter school may enroll. 

 

     (6) Nothing in this section prevents formation of a charter school whose mission is to offer a 

specialized learning environment and services for particular groups of students, such as at-risk students, 

students with disabilities, or students who pose such severe disciplinary problems that they warrant a 

specific educational program. Nothing in this section prevents formation of a charter school organized 

around a special emphasis, theme, or concept as stated in the school's application and charter contract. 

West Virginia  

No Charter School Law  

Wisconsin 

1. Except as provided in subds. 3. and 4., only pupils who reside in the school district in which a charter 

school established under this subsection is located may attend the charter school. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.40(2r)(c)3.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.40(2r)(c)4.


3. A pupil may attend Woodlands School, a charter school established in the school district operating 

under ch. 119 under this subsection, regardless of the pupil's school district of residence, if any of the 

following applies: 

a. The pupil attended Woodlands School in the 2003-04 school year and, beginning in the 2005-06 

school year, in the previous school year. 

b. A member of the pupil's family who resides in the same household as the pupil attended Woodlands 

School in the 2003-04 school year. 

4. A pupil who resides in Milwaukee County or in an adjacent county may attend any charter school 

established under this subsection in Milwaukee County or in an adjacent county. 

(cm) The chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Parkside may establish or enter into a contract for 

the establishment of only one charter school under this subsection, which may not operate high school 

grades and which may not accommodate more than 480 pupils. 

(4) Charter school duties and restrictions. 

(a) Duties. A charter school shall do all of the following: 

1. If the charter school replaces a public school in whole or in part, give preference in admission to any 

pupil who resides within the attendance area or former attendance area of that public school. 

2. Be nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices and all other operations. 

(b) Restrictions. A charter school may not do any of the following: 

1. Charge tuition, except as otherwise provided in s. 121.83 (4). 

2. Except as provided in par. (c), discriminate in admission or deny participation in any program or 

activity on the basis of a person's sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital or 

parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability. 

(c) Single-sex schools and courses. A school board may enter into a contract for, and an entity 

under sub. (2r) may establish or enter into a contract for, the establishment of a charter school that 

enrolls only one sex or that provides one or more courses that enroll only one sex if the school board or 

entity under sub. (2r) makes available to the opposite sex, under the same policies and criteria of 

admission, schools or courses that are comparable to each such school or course 

Wyoming 

(p) Admission to a charter school shall not be determined solely on academic abilities or achievements, 

including minimum test scores or intelligence quotient scores. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20119
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/121.83(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.40(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.40(2r)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.40(2r)

